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join with those two countries to stop it and to preserve the
peace of the world. It might be worth while to raise
this question at the next Pacific Conference to block
England's anti-Japanese schemes.
There is another possibility, if Japan demands equality
with England and America, France and Italy will do so too,
with the result that there will be five Powers all with the
same naval strength and, automatically, an end of the two-
power standard. In any case, England will not be able to
maintain it much longer.
To sum up, England was asked the weight of the pot
in the sea-fight with Germany, has surrendered her maritime
supremacy to America, and before long will have to abandon
her idea of a two-power standard in Europe.
The British Navy must obey the law of Nature by which
all living things flourish, decline, and ultimately perish.
To the satisfaction of the whole world, decline has set in
already.
What will follow ? Will England fight Japan ? Can she
count on victory if she does ?
These are most interesting questions, but we will leave
them for the present and see if we can detect where the
British shoe most pinches.